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Montana  ranks,  among  other  States : 

First,  in  the  health  of  her  citizens,  in  area  of  national  parks,  national  for- 
ests and  virgin  farm  lands;  in  the  production  of  arsenic,  manganese 
and  precious  stones. 

Second,  in  wool,  silver  and  spring  wheat. 

Third,  in  area,  all  wheat,  sheep,  copper,  coal  resources,  percentage  of 
home  owners  and  freedom  from  illiteracy. 

Fourth,  in  irrigated  lands,  flax,  cherries,  zinc,  durum  wheat  and  in  stump- 
age  remaining  in  national  forests. 
Fifth,  in  total  area  of  lands  in  farms. 
Sixth,  in  lead,  rye  and  wild  hay. 

Seventh,  in  alfalfa  seed,  edible  beans  and  in  potential  water  power  re- 
sources. 

Eighth,  in  natural  gas  output,  gold  and  sugar  beets. 
Tenth,  in  petroleum  production. 
Thirteenth,  in  barley. 

Fourteenth,  in  tame  hay,  all  hay  production  and  in  estimated  wealth  per 
capita. 

Seventeenth,  in  oats  and  value  of  livestock  production. 

Eighteenth,  in  number  of  all  cattle. 

Twentieth,  in  lumber  production. 

Twenty-eighth,  in  potato  production. 

Thirty-third,  in  numbers  of  milk  cattle. 

Thirty-fifth,  in  apples. 

Thirty-ninth,  in  population. 


One  of  the  many  magnificent  vistas  which  delight  the  senses  of  the  traveler  by  automobile 

in  the  Treasure  State. 


FACTS  ABOUT  MONTANA 


HISTORY 

The  greater  part  of  Montana's  area,  that  east  of  the  Continental 
Divide,  was  from  1682  to  1762  in  the  possession  of  France,  was 
owned  by  Spain  from  1762  to  1800,  and  again  by  France  from  1800 
to  1803,  when,  as  a  portion  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase,  it  was  ac- 
quired by  the  United  States. 

For  two  years  it  was  included  in  the  District  of  Louisiana,  then 
from  1805  to  1812  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  In  1812  it  was 
thrown  into  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  in  1854  into  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska,  in  1861  into  the  Territory  of  Dakota  and  in  1863  into 
the  Territory  of  Idaho. 

In  1864  the  Territory  of  Montana  was  created,  and  in  1889,  with- 
out any  changes  in  territorial  boundaries,  it  was  admitted  into  the 
Union. 


The  Verendryes,  French  explorers  and  fur  traders  from  Canada, 
were  the  first  whites  to  set  foot  on  Montana  soil,  they  coming 
within  sight  of  the  Big  Horn  mountains  in  what  is  now  southeastern 
Montana  in  1743. 


Hydro-electric  plant  at  the  Great  falls  of  the  Missouri.    One  of  many  in  the  state. 


Captains  Lewis  and  Clark,  sent  out  by  the  government  to  make 
a  reconnaissance  of  the  northwest,  were  the  next  whites  to  visit 
Montana.  They  crossed  the  state  from  east  to  west  in  1805,  retrac- 
ing their  way  from  the  Pacific  the  following  year. 


Then  followed  a  period  of  fur  trading  activities  by  venturesome 
whites.  Gold  discoveries  brought  the  first  great  influx  of  whites 
in  1861,  since  which  time  the  territory  and  state  has  produced  ap- 
proximately $2,500,000,000  in  mineral  wealth. 


For  many  years  after  the  first  invasion  by  the  white  man  the 
country  remained  in  the  control  of  the  Indians,  while  vast  herds 
of  buffalo  roamed  the  prairies  and  the  mountainous  sections  were 
alive  with  bear,  deer,  elk  and  other  wild  game. 

Agriculture  and  stock  raising,  which  had  its  real  inception  with 
the  coming  of  the  gold  seeker,  gradually  gained  a  foothold  and  for 
many  years  Montana  was  one  of  the  great  range  states.  Wheat, 
which  was  regarded  indifferently  during  the  state's  early  develop- 
ment, became  an  important  product  during  the  homesteading  period 
of  the  first  decade  of  the  20th  century,  until  now  the  state  stands 
third  in  production. 


Fifty  years  ago  Montana's  population  aggregated  20.000.  Today 
it  is  around  570,000,  still  less  than  one-half  percent  of  the  nation's 


Automobile  road  along  the  shore  of  Whitefish  lake  on  the  Theodore  Roosevelt 

International  Highway. 


total,  while  the  state's  area  is  146,997  square  miles,  about  five  per- 
cent of  the  land  area  of  the  entire  country. 


In  1883  the  first  railroad  line  was  completed  across  the'state  by 
the  Northern  Pacific  railway.  Now  the  state  is  traversed  by  three 
great  transcontinental  roads,  which,  with  other  systems  in  the 
state,  are  operating  5,422  miles  of  lines.  Over  150  miles  of  new 
lines  were  built  in  1927-8,  with  several  projects  involving  extensive 
mileages  awaiting  authorization. 


GEOGRAPHY 

Montana,  which  derived  its  name  from  the  Spanish  word  signi- 
fying "mountainous"  contains  94,078,080  acres.  About  one-third  of 
this  is  mountain  country  with  the  remainder  about  equally  divided 
between  farming  and  grazing  land. 


The  state  is  third  in  area  of  the  several  states,  146.997  square 
miles,  greater  than  the  combined  areas  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
It  stretches  535  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  275  miles  north  to 
south. 


It  is  the  source  of  two  of  the  nation's  greatest  rivers,  the  Mis- 
souri and  the  Columbia.  The  annual  flow  of  water  out  of  the  state 
is  sufficient  to  flood  all  the  New  England  states,  together  with 


A  hunting  party  traveling  by  pack  train  through  the  higher  elevations  far  from  automobile 

or  wagon  roads. 


New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  to  a  depth  of  six 
inches. 


The  fall  of  the  rivers  within  the  state,  the  Missouri  at  2,000 
feet  and  the  Columbia  at  1,000  feet,  is  equal  to  7.32  per  cent  of  the 
nation's  water  power  resources.  Of  this  367,000  horse  power  has 
been  developed  and  2,117,000  horse  power  remains  for  future  de- 
velopment. 


Within  the  state  37,000  acres  of.  land  are  irrigated  by  electrically 
driven  pumps  and  about  3,000,000  acres  are  irrigated  by  gravity 
canals.  Surveys  indicate  that  6,000,000  acres  are  susceptible  of 
irrigation. 


The  fall  of  rain  and  snow  varies  greatly.  The  average  annual 
precipitation  for  Montana  over  a  period  of  33  years  is  15.9  inches. 
The  greatest  precipitation  for  any  one  year  was  20.6  inches  in  1927 
and  the  lightest  11.04  inches  in  1904.  The  state  has  five  hours  of 
sunshine  in  the  growing  season  to  every  four  hours  of  sunshine  in 
the  Mississippi  valley  states. 


Montana's  elevation  is  less  than  those  of  the  other  Rocky  Moun- 
tain states,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Nevada.  Its  high- 
est point  is  Granite  peak,  Carbon  county,  12,850  feet,  and  its  lowest 
the  Kootenai  river,  Lincoln  county,  1,800  feet.  The  average  for  the 
state  is  3,900  feet. 


Grain  awaiting  the  thresher  in  one  of  Montana's  rich  agricultural  valleys. 


AGRICULTURE 


Agriculture  experienced  its  inception  83  years  ago  when,  at  a 
Jesuit  mission  in  the  Bitter  Root  valley  the  earliest  missionary, 
the  Rev.  Fr.  P.  J.  De  Smet,  seeded  the  first  parcel  of  ground  for 
the  Indians.  However,  development  of  agriculture  was  slow  and  it 
was  not  until  the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century  that  it  found  itself. 


In  the  last  37  years  the  state  has  produced  $800,000,000  worth 
of  wheat,  $80,000,000  worth  of  potatoes  and  $500,000,000  worth  of 
tame  hay.  Corn  is  becoming  onei  of  the  leading  crops,  305,000  acres 
having  been  in  crop  in  1927  yielding  7,168,000  bushels. 


The  average  annual  potato  production  over  the  five-year  period, 
1923-27,  was  3,713,000  bushels,  while  the  average  wheat  production 
over  the  same  period  was  51,896,000  bushels.  Montana's  greatest 
wheat  crop,  80,208,000  bushels,  was  harvested  in  1927  from 
3,850,000  acres,  an  average  yield  per  acre  of  20.8  bushels,  the  crop 
being  valued  at  $77,089,000. 


Montana  has  the  largest  wheat  farm  in  the  world,  consisting 
of  95,000  acres  of  which  42,000  acres  were  in  crop  in  1929.  The  state 
has  598  public  grain  elevators  licensed  for  storage,  with  an  aggre- 
gate capacity  of  20,000,000  bushels,  and  60  flour  mills  with  a  total 
daily  capacity  of  13,500  barrels  of  flour,  producing  annually  2,500, 
000  barrels. 


A  steamboat  passing  through  the  narrows  of  Flathead  lake,  largest  body  of  fresh  water 

west  of  the  Great  lakes. 


Four  beet  sugar  factories  are  operating  in  the  state.  From 
368,000  tons  of  beets  harvested  from  40,000  acres  in  the  irrigated 
sections  of  the  state  these  factories  in  1929  produced  125,000,000 
pounds  of  sugar.  The  beet  pulp,  refuse  from  the  factories,  is  suf- 
ficient to  fatten  for  market  30,000  head  of  cattle  and  100,000  sheep 
and  lambs. 


Montana's  farm  income  in  1928  was  $153,775,000,  of  which  agri- 
cultural crops  produced  $75,031,000,  and  livestock  accounted  for 
$78,744,000.  Montana  is  exceeded  in  wheat  production  by  but  two 
states,  North  Dakota  and  Kansas. 


Montana's  47,000  farms,  less  than  one  percent  of  the  nation's 
total,  harvest  about  1.8  percent  of  the  cropped  acreage  of  the  coun- 
try and  produce  about  1.6  percent  of  the  nation's  crop  value.  Power 
farming  is  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  the  old  methods  of  animal 
power,  with  the  tractor  and  the  combine  harvester  largely  super- 
seding the  horse  drawn  binder. 


Seed  potatoes  produced  in  Montana  are  greatly  in  demand  in  the 
principal  commercial  producing  sections  of  the  country,  heavy  ship- 
ments at  fancy  prices  being  made  annually  to  Louisiana.  Onion 
seed  growing  is  becoming  quite  an  industry  in  the  state  while  a 
profitable  market  in  eastern  centers  has  been  created  for  Montana 
strawberries  and  head  lettuce. 


Beef  cattle  grazing  in  a  Montana  valley.  Putting  on  the  flesh  that  brings  fancy  prices 

in  the  eastern  markets. 


In  good  seasons  Montana's  apple  crop  has  reached  800  car  loads. 
The  Mcintosh  apple  from  Montana  is  in  great  demand  on  the  New 
York  market.  The  principal  orchards  are  in  the  Bitter  Root  and 
Flathead  valleys.  The  packing  of  cherries  and  peas  for  majket  has 
become  one  of  the  state's  most  promising  industries. 


Montana  has  been  a  consistent  winner  at  the  International  Live- 
stock and  Grain  and  Hay  Show  at  Chicago.  At  the  1928  show  this 
state  took  first  in  wheat,  oats,  barley  and  rye,  winning  110  awards 
in  grain,  11  in  wool  and  36  in  livestock,  the  greatest  number  ever 
won  in  the  grain  and  hay  division  by  any  state  or  Canadian  province. 



LIVESTOCK 

Montana's  livestock  census  shows  a  population  of  5,718,000  head 
of  cattle,  sheep,  swine  and  horses  valued  at  $127,030,000. 

The  state  has  214,000  dairy  cows,  a  number  approximately  three 
times  that  of  1910.  It  is  fast  developing  into  a  rich  dairying  state, 
having  produced  in  1928  16,363,832  pounds  of  creamery  butter  of 
which  6,241,476  found  ready  markets  in  other  states.  The  cheese 
production  for  that  year  was  2,347,408  pounds. 


The  beef  cattle  industry  is  more  extensive  than  in  the  days  of 
the  open  range.  Where  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  in  the  time  of 


A  Montana  mine  and  ore  reduction  plant,  hundreds  of  which  are  scattered 
through  the  mountain  regions. 


free  feed  the  state  had  975,000  head  it  now  has  1,103,000.  For  grass 
fat  stock  Montana  steers  bring  the  highest  prices  on  the  Chicago 
market.  The  state  produces  beef  sufficient  to  supply  4,500,000 
people. 


Among  northwestern  states  Montana  ranks  third  in  pork  produc- 
tion, 185,000  hogs  being  shipped  out  of  the  state  annually.  Only 
California  and  Colorado  exceed  Montana  in  pork  production  among 
extreme  western  states. 


The  state  produces  about  one-tenth  of  the  wool  of  the  country, 
standing  second  among  all  the  states  in  production.  The  value  of 
the  poultry  products  is  rapidly  increasing,  the  output  exceeding 
$7,000,000  annually.  In  home  use  of  eggs  the  state  ranks  first,  the 
rate  of  consumption  being  44.2  dozens  per  capita  annually.  The 
turkey  industry  is  in  its  infancy  with  Montana  grown  birds  com- 
manding a  premium  on  eastern  markets  which  are  taking  approxi- 
mately $500,000  worth  each  year. 


INDUSTRIAL 

Immense  deposits  of  marble  recently  opened  in  Montana  are  pro- 
ducing a  beautiful  type  of  stone  heretofore  quarried  only  in  Egypt. 
Montana  possesses  mountains  of  marble,  granite  and  other  kinds 
of  building  stone. 


telope  feeding  in  the  foothills  of  one  of  Montana's  many  ranges  of  mountains. 


Besides  immense  copper  ore  smelting  and  reduction  works  op- 
erated largely  by  electricity  Montana  has  the  largest  copper  rod 
and  wire  mill  in  the  world,  supplied  entirely  by  Montana  mined 
materials. 


In  1920  there  was  not  a  producing  oil  well  in  the  state.  Today 
there  are  over  2,300  with  an  annual  production  of  about  4,000,000 
barrels  of  oil,  and  175  producing  gas  wells  with  a  general  capacity 
range  of  6,000,000  to  20,000,000  cubic  feet  per  day.  One  well  is 
rated  at  75,000,000  cubic  feet. 


The  total  annual  production  of  manufactured  goods  in  Montana 
exceeds  $200,000,000  according  to  the  last  report  of  the  United 
States  department  of  commerce,  that  for  the  year  1927,  the  total 
for  that  year  being  $203,503,250. 


Of  the  world's  coal  supply  Montana  is  credited  with  8  per  cent, 
or  409,000,000,000  tons,  equal  to  635,000  tons  for  each  of  its  in- 
habitants. Fifty  of  the  56  counties  in  the  state  produce  coal  of  a 
commercial  grade.  Its  coal  beds  contain  more  than  one-third  of 
the  nation's  supply  of  lignite. 


Within  the  state  is  located  the  world's  lowest  cost  coal  mine. 
This  is  a  strip  mine  at  Colstrip,  Rosebud  county,  from  which  the 
coal  is  mined  in  open  pits  by  mammoth  electric  shovels. 


A  family  of  eastern  tourists  camped  on  one  of  Montana's  innumerable  trout  streams. 


LANDS 


In  acreage  of  public  lands  Montana  leads  the  nation.  It  has  ap- 
proximately 5,500,000  acres  of  unreserved  public  land. 


Although  one  of  the  greatest  wheat  producing  states  Montana  is 
a  country  of  cheap  land.  The  average  for  taxation  purposes  of  its 
irrigated  land  is  $14.67  per  acre,  other  farm  land  $3.96,  grazing 
land  $1.39. 


This  assessment  gives  the  state  the  lowest  tax  on  land  of  all 
states  with  the  exception  of  Arizona.  The  average  tax  on  all  lands 
of  the  state  for  1929  was  14  cents  per  acre.  State  owned  school 
grant  lands  are  sold  upon  the  most  favorable  terms,  with  33  years 
allowed  for  final  payment. 


METALS  AND  GEMS 

One-half  of  the  entire  national  output  of  precious  stones  is  pro- 
duced in  Montana.  Its  principal  sapphire  mine  has  given  up  $12,- 
000,000  worth  of  gems  since  its  opening  in  1898. 


One-third  of  all  the  copper  mined  in  the  United  States  and  one- 
sixth  that  produced  in  the  world  has  been  brought  out  of  the  mines 
of  Butte  hill. 


Bjrinsins  timber  out  of  the  deep  woods  to  the  logging  road  for  delivery  to  a  Montana  saw  mill. 


Montana  operations  account  for  one-half  of  the  nation's  produc- 
tion ofl  arsenic.  The  state  stands  first  in  the  production  of  arsenic, 
precious  stones  and  manganese,  second  in  copper  and  silver,  fourth 
in  zinc,  sixth  in  lead  and  seventh  in  gold. 


In  successive  periods  since  1861  the  Treasure  state  has  led  all 
others  in  production  of  gold,  silver,  copper  or  zinc.  Among  other 
minerals  found  in  commercial  quantities  in  Montana  are  platinum, 
aluminum,  tungsten,  uranium,  molybdenum,  fluorite,  bismuth,  cad- 
mium, antimony,  lead,  manganese  and  iron. 


FOREST  RESOURCES 

The  state  contains  more  than  20,000,000  acres  of  forest  land,  of 
which  more  than  8,000,000  acres  bear  timber  of  a  commercial  grade. 
More  than  7,000,000  acres  are  cut  over,  burned  off  or  covered  with 
young  growth. 


The  average  annual  timber  cut  is  341,555,000  board  feet  valued 
at  $14,350,000.  Lumbering  operations  give  employment  to  about 
7,000  men.  There  are  in  the  state  246  saw  mills,  which,  together 
with  lumber  yards,  represent  an  investment  of  about  $25,000,000. 

So  great  is  the  state's  timber  resources  that  it  can  continue  to 
cut  stumpage  at  the  present  rate  forever.  In  the  absence  of  accurate 
figures  it  is  estimated  that  on  a  sustained  yield  500,000,000  board 
feet  can  be  produced  annually. 


grain  to  railroad  from  Montana's  greatest  wheat  farm. 


FINANCIAL 


Bankruptcies  in  Montana  decreased  from  855  in  1924  to  346 
in  1928,  the  percentage  of  failures  among  farmers  dropping  from 
64.4  of  the  whole  in  1924,  to  36  in  1928.  Commercial  failures  have 
been  reduced  from  224  with  liabilities  of  $3,357,117  in  1922,  to  122 
with  liabilities  of  $926,020  in  1927.  But  97  failures  with  liabilities 
of  $623,791  were  recorded  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1929. 


Montana  has  129  state  and  private  banks,  68  national  banks  and 
27  building  and  loan  associations.  At  the  call  of  October  4,  1929. 
bank  deposits  totalled  $170,000,000. 


THE  PEOPLE 

Montana's  greatest  asset  is  its  people.  It  is  first  of  all  a  land  of 
home  owners,  approximately  60  percent  of  its  families  owning  their 
homes.  Only  six  states  rank  higher. 


Its  people  are  patriotic,  charitable,  healthy  and  reasonably  pros- 
perous. With  only  0.5  percent  of  the  nation's  population  it  sent 
40,000  men  to  the  World  war,  0.84  percent  of  the  army  strength.  Its 
death  rate  is  one  of  the  lowest,  7.7  per  thousand.  There  is  a  tele- 
phone for  each  10  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  per  capita  wealth  is 
estimated  at  $3,619. 


winter  scene  along  the  shores  of  one  of  Montana's  numerous  mountain  lakes. 


The  percentage  of  illiteracy  is  low,  2.3  percent,  which  includes 
residents  of  the  several  Indian  reservations,  while  the  illiteracy  of 
native  whites  is  but  0.3  percent.  About  $34,000,000  is  invested  in 
schools  and  colleges,  with  $221  in  public  school  plants  for  each 
pupil  enrolled.  The  public  school  system  embraces  3073  school- 
houses,  employs  4600  teachers  and  has  an  enrollment  of  118,000. 


Montana  has  a  great  heritage  in  federal  school  land  grants. 
These  grants  originally  constituted  one-sixteenth  of  the  state's  area 
and  they  bring  to  the  schools  an  annual  revenue  of  about  $1,300,000. 
The  total  grant  is  now  appraised  at  $75,000,000. 


The  state  was  second  to  enact  an  old  age  pension  law.  Statutes 
protect  children  and  women  wage  earners.  Progressive  legislation 
embodies  workmen's  compensation,  primary  elections,  equal  suf- 
frage and  initiative  and  referendum. 


Montana  may  be  termed  a  state  on  wheels.  It  has  120,000  pas- 
senger cars  and  25,000  motor  trucks,  more  than  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate every  man,  woman  and  child  within  its  borders. 


Besides  rail  and  star  mail  routes  the  people  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  a  daily  air  mail  service  with  planes  connecting  with  the  trans- 
continental air  mail  planes  at  Salt  Lake  City  and  directly  serving 
Butte,  Helena  and  Great  Falls. 


A  typical  summer  lodge  in  the  midst  of  one  of  Montana's  numerous  and 
expansive  mountain  forests. 


RECREATIONAL 


Montana  with  its  vast  expanse  of  mountain  country,  its  500 
lakes  and  fishing  streams,  its  thousands  of  miles  of  winding  moun- 
tain roads,  and  its  15,908,330  acres  of  national  forests,  affords  rec- 
reational advantages  unequalled  by  any  other  state. 


Hidden  away  in  the  recesses  of  its  mountains,  beside  its  em- 
erald hued  lakes  and  its  sparkling  trout  streams  are  150  dude 
ranches,  mountain  hotels  and  permanent  camp  resorts,  which  an- 
nually entertain  many  thousands  of  vacationists  and  tourists,  while 
24  hot  springs  resorts  cater  to  the  pleasure  and  health  seeker. 


In  its  vast  stretches  of  mountain  forests  are  12,000  elk,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  thousands  which  drift  into  the  state  each  winter  from 
Yellowstone  national  park.  Deer  and  bear  are  plentiful,  with  some 
antelope  and  a  few  moose,  while  mountain  sheep  and  goats  are 
numerous  in  the  higher  altitudes.  Its  rivers,  lakes  and  marshes  are 
the  homes  of  countless  wild  ducks. 


Trout  and  other  species  of  game  fish  populate  its  waters,  mak- 
ing of  it  an  ideal  playground  for  the  fisherman.  The  state  spends 
$200,000  annually  in  the  propagation  and  protection  of  fish  and 
game,  maintaining  17  fish  hatcheries  from  which  40,000,000  finger- 
lings  are  distributed  annually. 


With  its  two  national  parks,  Yellowstone  and  Glacier,  and  its 
vast  stretch  of  mountain  ranges,  Montana  leads  the  nation  in 
scenic  attractions.  It  is  rapidly  bridging  its  immense  distances  with 
improved  highways  for  the  benefit  of  its  people  and  tourists  from 
other  states,  $10,000,000  having  been  expended  in  1928  by  the  state 
for  the  standardizing  of  trunk  highways. 


Montana  has  an  historic  background  that  provides  the  tourist 
with  an  interest  that  never  wanes;  scenes  of  early-day  exploration, 
sanguinary  Indian  battles,  military  posts  and  fur  trading  centers,  of 
Indian  missions,  of  gold  discoveries;  places  along  the  way  made 
notable  by  stirring  events  in  the  emergence  from  an  uncharted 
wilderness  to  a  modern  commonwealth.  There  isn't  a  monotonous 
mile  in  the  journey  by  rail  or  motor  through  Montana. 


Montana  summer  weather  is  almost  perfect ;  no  destructive  tor- 
nadoes, few  violent  electrical  storms,  warm  days  tempered  by  moun- 
tain breezes,  cool  nights  that  bring  refreshing  rest. 

It  is  a  pleasant  change  to  leave  the  humid  lower  altitudes  and 
find  soothing  ease  among  Montana's  mountain  resorts;  every  con- 
dition is  here  to  satisfy  the  urge  to  get  back  for  a  time  to  elemental 
things  and  build  up  strength  and  refreshen  the  spirit  to  meet  the 
world's  tasks  when  vacation  days  come  to  an  end. 


